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The	Cardinal	Gallery,	in	association
with	Highness	Global	Inc.	is	proud	to

present:

Laura	Jane	Petelko

SWAY
Solo	exhibition	runs	from	
April	20-May	26,	2024	

as	part	of
The	Contact	Photography	Festival.



SWAY 	 is	a	captivating

experience	of	emotions	and
movements	conveyed	in	images.	LJP
has	succinctly	captured	the	moment
“in	between”.	Her	ethereal	work

celebrates	unknown	layers.
The	blurry,	hazy	disconnect	between
reality	and	imagined	worlds.	LJP
allows	the	viewer	to	be	untethered
from	conventional	norms	of	viewing

fine	art	photography.

	
-Curators,The	Cardinal	Gallery



Laura	 Jane	 Petelko , 	 bo rn 	 i n 	 To ron to 	 i n 	 1972 , 	 i s 	 a

Canad i an 	 pho tog raph i c 	 a r t i s t 	 renowned 	 fo r 	 he r 	 emot i ve

s i n ce r i t y 	 and 	 i n t ima te 	 sub j ec t 	 ma t te r. 	 He r 	 	 	 a r t i s t i c 	 j ou rney

began 	 i n 	 Vancouve r 	 du r i ng 	 t he 	 ea r l y 	 2000s , 	 whe re 	 she

ga i ned 	 recogn i t i on 	 fo r 	 he r 	 se r i e s 	 "28" , 	 wh i ch 	 exp lo red

tende r 	 and 	 i n t ima te 	 t hemes 	 o f 	 a 	 f r i end ' s 	 pe r sona l 	 re cove ry.

Add i t i ona l l y, 	 Pe te l ko 	 co l l abo ra ted 	w i t h 	 women 	 i n 	 he r 	 se r i e s

“L i s t en" , 	 empower i ng 	 t hem	 to 	 convey 	 t he i r 	 own 	 power fu l

messages 	on 	 t he i r 	 s k i n .

Beyond 	 he r 	 pe r sona l 	 p ro j e c t s , 	 Pe te l ko 	 honed 	 he r 	 c r a f t 	 by

mas te r i ng 	 p r i n t i ng 	 t echn iques 	 fo r 	 a c c l a imed 	 pho tog raph i c

a r t i s t s 	 s uch 	 a s 	 Ha rmony 	 Ko r i ne , 	 Ke l l y 	 Wood , 	 and 	 Ed

Rusche . 	 She 	 was 	 rep re sen ted 	 by 	 Vancouve r ' s 	 p re s t i g i ous

"Th i rd 	 Avenue 	 Ga l l e r y" 	 be fo re 	 re tu rn i ng 	 to 	 he r 	 roo t s 	 i n

To ron to .

Cu r ren t l y, 	 Pe te l ko 	 i s 	 immer sed 	 i n 	 t he 	 c rea t i on 	 o f 	 he r

seven th 	 se r i e s , 	 t i t l ed 	 "N igh t l i f e . " 	 Th i s 	 phase 	 o f 	 he r 	 a r t i s t i c

j ou rney 	 ha s 	 been 	 p ro found l y 	 i n f l uenced 	 by 	 a 	 t h ree - yea r

p rognos i s 	 o f 	 impend ing 	 b l i ndnes s . 	 I n 	 re sponse , 	 s he 	 ha s

embraced 	 i n - camera 	 abs t r a c t i on 	 t e chn iques , 	 s t r i pp i ng 	 away

ex t r aneous 	 de ta i l s 	 t o 	 d i s t i l l 	 he r 	 images 	 to 	 t he i r 	 emot iona l

e s sence . 	 Th i s 	 depa r tu re 	 f rom 	 conven t i ona l 	 pho tog raph i c

no rms 	 unde r s co re s 	 he r 	 commi tmen t 	 to 	 convey i ng 	 r aw

emot ion 	 and 	 s imp l i c i t y 	 i n 	 he r 	wo rk . 	





SWAY 	 rep re sen t s 	 a 	 un ique 	 f u s i on 	 o f 	 Pe te l ko ' s

"Pho to t rop i c" 	 se r i e s 	 and 	 se l e c ted 	 images 	 f rom 	 the

cu r ren t 	 "N igh t l i f e . " 	 Th i s 	 comb ined 	 work 	 exp lo re s

human i t y ' s 	 re l a t i on sh ip 	 w i t h 	 and 	 yea rn i ng 	 fo r 	 na tu re 	 i n

an 	 i n c rea s i ng l y 	 t e chno log i ca l 	 wo r ld . 	 Wh i l e

"Pho to t rop i c" 	 focuses 	 on 	 na tu re ' s 	 i n c l i n a t i on 	 towa rds

l i gh t , 	 demons t r a t i ng 	 i t s 	 re s i l i ence 	 and 	 beau ty,

"N igh t l i f e" 	 de l ve s 	 deepe r, 	 embrac i ng 	 t he 	 r aw 	 e s sence

o f 	 pho tog raphy. 	 I n 	 "N igh t l i f e , " 	 Pe te l ko 	 manua l l y

i l l um ina te s 	 na tu ra l 	 spaces , 	 c rea t i ng 	 s l i gh t l y 	 s u r rea l

l andscapes 	 t ha t 	 evoke 	 imag ina t i on 	 and 	 i nne r 	 re f l e c t i on .

Bo th 	 se r i e s 	 i n v i t e 	 v i ewe r s 	 to 	 engage 	 i n 	 a 	 poe t i c

i n te rp re ta t i on 	 o f 	 t he 	 cap tu red 	 images , 	 encou rag i ng

con temp la t i on 	 on 	 t he 	 evo l v i ng 	 connec t i on 	 be tween

na tu re , 	 a r t , 	 and 	ou r 	 i nne r 	 l andscapes . 	



1 . 	 " To 	 B r i n g 	 You 	Home"

Ed i t i o n 	 o f 	 5
4 0 " 	 x 	 6 0 "
A r c h i v a l 	 p r i n t , 	 f l u s h 	moun t ed 	 t o 	 b l a c k 	 a r t 	 b o x 	w i t h 	 UV 	 i n h i b i t o r s .
1 0 0 0 0 . 0 0



2 . 	 "N i gh t s h ade 	Go l d 	& 	 L i f t "

Ed i t i o n 	 o f 	 5
4 0 " 	 x 	 8 0 "
A r c h i v a l 	 p r i n t , 	 f l u s h 	moun t ed 	 t o 	 b l a c k 	 a r t 	 b o x 	w i t h 	 UV 	 i n h i b i t o r s .
1 2 0 0 0 . 0 0



3 . 	 "Ve rd an t "

Ed i t i o n 	 o f 	 5
4 0 " 	 x 	 6 0 "
A r c h i v a l 	 p r i n t , 	 f l u s h 	moun t ed 	 t o 	 b l a c k 	 a r t 	 b o x 	w i t h 	 UV
i n h i b i t o r s .
1 0 0 0 0 . 0 0



4 . 	 " S y n ap s e "

Ed i t i o n 	 o f 	 5
4 0 " 	 x 	 4 0 "
A r c h i v a l 	 p r i n t 	 w i t h 	 UV 	 i n h i b i t o r s 	moun t ed 	 i n 	 b l a c k
r e v e a l 	 f r ame .
8 0 0 0 . 0 0



5 . 	 " Sway "

Ed i t i o n 	 o f 	 5
3 0 " 	 x 	 5 0 "
A r c h i v a l 	 p r i n t , 	 f l u s h 	moun t ed 	 t o 	 b l a c k 	 a r t 	 b o x 	w i t h 	 UV
i n h i b i t o r s .
9 0 0 0 . 0 0



6 . 	 "G row i ng 	Up 	Aga i n "

Ed i t i o n 	 o f 	 5
3 0 " 	 x 	 4 6 "
A r c h i v a l 	 p r i n t , 	 f l u s h 	moun t ed 	 t o 	 b l a c k 	 a r t 	 b o x 	w i t h
UV 	 i n h i b i t o r s .
6 0 0 0 . 0 0



7 . 	 "Benea t h 	 t h e 	 S u r f a c e "

Ed i t i o n 	 o f 	 5
3 0 " 	 x 	 4 6 "
A r c h i v a l 	 p r i n t , 	 f l u s h 	moun t ed 	 t o 	 b l a c k 	 a r t 	 b o x
w i t h 	 UV 	 i n h i b i t o r s .
6 0 0 0 . 0 0



8 . 	 "N i gh t s h ade 	 Tr yp t i c h "

Ed i t i o n 	 o f 	 5
4 0 " 	 x 	 8 0 "
A r c h i v a l 	 p r i n t , 	 f l u s h 	moun t ed 	 t o 	 b l a c k 	 a r t 	 b o x 	w i t h 	 UV 	 i n h i b i t o r s .
1 2 0 0 0 . 0 0



9 . 	 " S t a r g ro ve s "

Ed i t i o n 	 o f 	 5
3 0 " 	 x 	 3 0 "
A r c h i v a l 	 p r i n t , 	 f l u s h 	moun t ed 	 t o 	 b l a c k 	 a r t 	 b o x 	w i t h 	 UV
i n h i b i t o r s .
4 0 0 0 . 0 0



Laura 	 Jane	 Pete lko 's 	 ar t i s t i c 	 cont r ibut ions

have 	 been 	 recogn ized	 and	 exh ib i ted 	 in 	 c i t ies

inc lud ing 	 Toronto , 	 Vancouver, 	 Pa lm	 Beach ,

Miami , 	 Brusse l s , 	 Denmark , 	 and	 New	 York . 	 Her

p ieces 	 have 	 at t racted 	 co l lec tors 	 f rom	 both

North 	Amer ica 	 and	Europe, 	 underscor ing 	 the i r

un iversa l 	 appea l 	 and	 s ign i f i cance 	 w i th in 	 the

contemporary 	photograph ic 	a r t 	 scene .

Most 	 recent ly 	 Laura 	 Jane 	 has 	 been 	 inv i ted 	 to

show	 her 	 works 	 a t 	 exc lus ive 	 a r t 	 fa i r s : 	 PHOTO

LONDON	2024 	 and 	EYE	OF	THE	COLLECTOR,

both 	 in 	London. 	



" I 	 th ink 	 we	 need	 to 	 have	 an 	 intent ion 	 beh ind

what 	 we’re 	 a iming	 for. 	 Th i s 	 sounds 	 very

obv ious , 	 but 	 everyone 	 wants 	 success 	 and	 on ly

some	 people 	 po int 	 themse lves 	 towards 	 an

intent ion . 	 Someth ing 	 that 	 serves 	 someth ing

greater 	 than 	 jus t 	 ourse lves . 	 For 	 me, 	 my 	 work

i sn ’t 	 about 	 me. 	 I t ’s 	 about 	 the 	 connect ions 	 that

happens 	 w i th 	 i t s 	 aud ience . 	 Th i s 	 i s 	 what 	 a r t 	 has

meant 	 in 	 my 	 l i fe 	 and	 th i s 	 i s 	 why 	 I 	 make 	 ar t ." -

Laura 	Jane 	Pete lko"

	 	 -Excerpt 	 f rom	 "Power 	 Women: 	 Laura 	 Jane

Pete lko	 On	 How	 To	 Successfu l ly 	 Nav igate

Work, 	Love	and	L i fe 	As 	A	Powerfu l 	Woman"

An	 In terv iew	 With 	 Ming	 Zhao	 for 	 AUTHORITY

MAGAZINE



When	 i t 	 comes 	 to 	 he r 	 work , 	 Laura 	 Jane 	 Pete lko 	 seeks 	 to

c rea te 	 space 	 fo r 	 he r 	 aud iences ’ 	 emot iona l 	 exper ience .

Th i s 	 Canad ian -based 	 photographer, 	 whose 	 works 	 now

hang 	 in 	 wor ld - renowned 	 ga l l e r i e s 	 a s 	 we l l 	 a s 	 i n 	 the 	 homes

of 	 devoted 	 p r i va te 	 co l l ec to r s , 	 i s 	 de te rmined 	 to 	 d raw

peop le 	 away 	 f rom	 techno log i ca l 	 d i s t rac t ions 	 and 	 i n to 	 a

more 	 i n t imate 	 re l a t ionsh ip 	 w i th 	 he r 	 imagery. 	 Her 	 mos t

recent 	 se r ies , 	 MA , 	 f ea tu r ing 	 famed 	 dancers , 	 ac to r s 	 and

choreographers , 	 i nv i tes 	 v iewers 	 to 	 pause , 	 re f l ec t 	 and

regenera te 	– 	 i n 	 the i r 	own 	way, 	o f 	 course .

A	 self-taught	 artist,	 Petelko,	 who	 knew	 from	 a	 young	 age	 that

she	wanted	to	be	 in	 the	arts,	went	on	her	own	path,	 reminiscent

of	her	 latest	works.	 “I	had	a	 fairly	 tumultuous	childhood	where	 I

wasn’t	given	the	support	to	thrive.	 I	was,	however,	 lucky	enough

to	 have	 a	 few	 artists	 and	music	 lovers	 to	 inspire	me	when	 I	was

really	 young.	 They	 introduced	 me	 to	 art	 forms	 that	 explored

emotional	 landscapes.”	 These	 were	 the	 kinds	 of	 pieces	 that

inspired	her	most	and	which	she	would	later	set	out	to	create.	“I

had	 intended	 to	go	 to	 art	 school	 here	 in	 Toronto,	 but	my	 family

life	 really	 fell	 apart	 at	 this	 time,	 so	 I	 had	 to	 make	 the	 tough

decision	 to	 go	 into	 the	work	 force	 as	 a	 young	 person	 and	 build

my	 life	 from	 the	 ground	 up.	 I	 still	 knew	 that	 I	 wanted	 to	 be	 an

artist	 but	 wasn’t	 sure	 how	 I	 was	 going	 to	 get	 there.	 I	 worked

some	 tough	 jobs	 to	 save	 money	 for	 the	 basics	 and	 do	 any

schooling	that	I	could.	I	just	always	felt	pretty	lucky	to	have	well-

educated	and	well-versed	mentors	around	me.”



A	 self-taught	 artist,	 Petelko,	 who	 knew	 from	 a	 young	 age	 that

she	wanted	to	be	 in	 the	arts,	went	on	her	own	path,	 reminiscent

of	her	 latest	works.	 “I	had	a	 fairly	 tumultuous	childhood	where	 I

wasn’t	given	the	support	to	thrive.	 I	was,	however,	 lucky	enough

to	 have	 a	 few	 artists	 and	music	 lovers	 to	 inspire	me	when	 I	was

really	 young.	 They	 introduced	 me	 to	 art	 forms	 that	 explored

emotional	 landscapes.”	 These	 were	 the	 kinds	 of	 pieces	 that

inspired	her	most	and	which	she	would	later	set	out	to	create.	“I

had	 intended	 to	go	 to	 art	 school	 here	 in	 Toronto,	 but	my	 family

life	 really	 fell	 apart	 at	 this	 time,	 so	 I	 had	 to	 make	 the	 tough

decision	 to	 go	 into	 the	work	 force	 as	 a	 young	 person	 and	 build

my	 life	 from	 the	 ground	 up.	 I	 still	 knew	 that	 I	 wanted	 to	 be	 an

artist	 but	 wasn’t	 sure	 how	 I	 was	 going	 to	 get	 there.	 I	 worked

some	 tough	 jobs	 to	 save	 money	 for	 the	 basics	 and	 do	 any

schooling	that	I	could.	I	just	always	felt	pretty	lucky	to	have	well-

educated	and	well-versed	mentors	around	me.”

-excerpt 	 f rom	"Laura 	Jane 	Pete lko : 	One 	of 	Canada ’s

R i s ing 	Photographers 	Uses 	Her 	Lens 	 to 	B lu r 	Def in i t ions

and 	Br ing 	Emot ion 	 to 	 the 	Foref ront"

By 	Ju l i e 	Sagosk in 	 fo r 	PARK	AVE	MAGAZINE



Scan	here	for	online	viewing	room
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